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Message from the President

I left for Ukraine on May 3, 2013. I arrived in Lviv with no one willing to pick me up at the airport
as the roads in Ukraine had been severely damaged due to the harsh, freezing weather Ukraine
had experienced during the winter months - potholes the size of barrels! I therefore took a train
from Lviv to Ternopil where my family resides in the small village of Uvysia, which is a two-hour
drive from the Ternopil train station. After a heart-warming visit with my family I resumed my
travels. I was fortunate to now have a chauffeur to drive me on the damaged roads of Ukraine.

My first stop was in Chernivtsi, at the Children's TB Sanatorium of Sadhora. There are 240
children at Sadhora of which 90% are orphans (many abandoned by their parents). The
purpose of my visit was to ensure that the items we had purchased in the fall of 2012 had been
delivered to Sadhora. Monies donated by Alice Chorney and the Ukrainian Canadian Social
Services, Vancouver Branch, were used to purchase the following items:
• 2 large commercial refrigerators;

1 commercial dishwasher;
• 1 vegetable cleaning machine;
• 1 large dough kneading machine.
Above each appliance there was a wall-mounted plaque commemorating the generous donation
by the Ukrainian Canadian Social Service, Vancouver Branch. The Sadhora Director, doctors,
nurses and patients were so grateful for their new kitchen appliances that they had scheduled
an assembly in the hall to present me with the customary babka (loaf of bread) on a hand-
embroidered linen cloth and a plaque commemorating the Ukrainian Canadian Social Services,
Vancouver Branch, Joy Richmond, President. This whole experience touched my heart. Sadly
the TB Sanatorium is still in dire need. Tables and chairs in their cafeteria are beyond repair
and need replacing.

In the same city of Chernivtsi, I visited two orphanages; one with 32 children, newborn to three
years of age; the second orphanage has approximately 45 children between the ages of seven
to fourteen. For the 'infant' orphanage, I presented the Director with an office computer,
diapers, sleepwear, fruit, juice boxes and cookies. One of the children that touched my heart
was a two-month old baby who was apprehended by officials as she was being sold by her
mother in the marketplace. Horrendous stories of this magnitude are not uncommon. The
second orphanage (ages seven to fourteen) I gave candy, fruit, juice boxes and cookies. These
children have a 'wish list' consisting of two commercial washing machines, 45 backpacks and
soccer balls. Through your generous donations these items could be provided in 2014.

From Chernivtsi, I returned to Ternopli where I visited another orphanage with approximately 45
children, newborns to six years of age. At this orphanage I presented them with fruit, juice
boxes, cookies and summer outfits, consisting of shorts, T-shirts, socks, underwear and slip-on
canvas shoes, for each child. The six newborns received sleepwear.

Out of curiosity, I also visited a seniors home in Ternopll, Of the 40 to 50 residents, some are
mentally challenged, some have Alzheimer's and many have no extended families. It was a
culture shock to realize most residents have no money for medical care or access to hospital.
This seniors building is being maintained by donations of ceramic tiles, flooring, paint, etc., by
donations, mostly from Germany. On behalf of the Ukrainian Canadian Social Services, I
organized and purchased 10 mattresses for this seniors home. However, many more
mattresses are still needed.
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My next stop was to the village school of Uvysla. This school has 130 children attending daily.
The school cafeteria is in extremely poor condition, the cooks are volunteer mothers and for
many children it is their only hot meal of the day. Ukrainian Canadian Social Services donated a
new gas stove, bowls, plates, cutlery (for 50) and three canning pots to make borscht during the
winter months. A laptop computer for the students was also donated. A concert by the students
and teachers was planned in my honor. Again it was a very moving experience which
repeatedly reduced me to tears. Our ongoing project for this school is to send more primary
readers for their library. For the first time, the school has an English library though it is only a
small partially-filled bookshelf, but it is a start.

The need for volunteers is critical if the Ukrainian Canadian Social Services, Vancouver Branch,
is to continue these projects. Four two-hour meetings are held per year. If you have a few
hours to volunteer, please contact Joy Richmond at (604) 477-0171. Please consider
volunteering - the Ukrainian Canadian Social Services needs your help!

Projects mentioned above would not have been possible without your generous donations.
With your support Ukrainian Canadian Social Services would be able to continue their work in
Ukraine. Donations can be sent to:

Ukrainian Canadian Social Services
c/o Joy Richmond
Unit #4, 22308 124th Avenue
Maple Ridge, B.C. V2X OR6

Telephone: (604) 477-0171
Please note, a tax receipt will be issued for donations of $20 and over.

Wishing you and yours a very Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year!

Joy Richmond
President
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